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Agenda
• Introductions
• Preparing to Arrive in the U.S.

○ Obtaining your I-20, visa, & I-94
○ National Interest Exemption (Entering the US)

• Requirements Upon Arrival
○ Vaccines and Quarantine Guidance from NSU
○ Move-In Dates and Orientation
○ F-1 Check-in

• Q&A
• Important Resources



Disclaimer
• The Office of International Affairs (OIA) is able to provide general guidance. Any advice 

provided by OIA, including the information in this presentation, should not be construed as 
legal advice.

• Due to the fluid nature of governmental interpretation, DHS, USCIS, SEVP and other 
governmental agencies may change their interpretations of these immigration 
laws/regulations and eligibility requirements for benefits, at any time. OIA is committed to 
providing advice based on the most current guidance.

• Each case is fact-specific and it is advised that students contact an experienced 
immigration attorney with questions regarding individual situations. 
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Preparing to Arrive in the U.S.



Processing: 5-7 Business Days + 
Shipping 3-4 Days

Can be issued electronically or by 
mail (electronically is suggested!)





Preparing to Arrive in the U.S.



Applying For Your F-1 Visa
● Must have received your I-20; need SEVIS ID to schedule appointment
● Visit www.fmjfee.com
● SEVIS Fee: $350

○ Schedule Visa Appointment with US Consular Office
○ Consular Office Fee: $160

● Appointment dates & processing times vary
○ Check your embassy’s potential wait time: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-

visas/visa-information-resources/wait-times.html

http://www.fmjfee.com
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/wait-times.html


The Interview: What to Expect
● Bring required documents (visit consular office page for specific requirements 

based on country)
● Interview will be in English. Average time: 3 min.
● Burden of Proof – Sufficient Ties to Home Country & Non-Immigrant Intent

○ Majority of visa denials fall under this reason
● Prepare for questions about NSU and your major





Preparing to Arrive in the U.S.
Entering the U.S. & Obtaining your I-94
● First entry into the US = PORT OF ENTRY (POE)
● Screened by CUSTOMS & BORDER PATROL (CBP)
● Have passport (with F-1 visa) & I-20 in carry on!
● Have documentation of negative COVID-19 test taken within 3 days of travel
● Check stamp immediately:

○ Not F1 or D/S?
○ Politely ask them to fix before you leave POE – especially if B-1/B-2!



Preparing to Arrive in the U.S.
Obtaining your I-94
● Your form I-94 is proof that you have entered the U.S.
● https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home


National Interest Exemption (Entering the 
US)
Even if there is a COVID travel ban for your country, F and M visa students can enter the U.S. up to 
30 days prior to their program start date.

Your program must begin after August 1st, 2021.

You may not enter the country more than 30 days prior to your program start date.



Entering the U.S. - COVID Requirements
• Vaccines and Quarantine 

○ You will need a negative COVID test to enter the United States: PCR or Rapid
○ You still need this even if you are vaccinated



Vaccines and Quarantine - NSU
NSU is not requiring students to be vaccinated.

Once you arrive to the U.S., you will be able to schedule an appointment to receive a vaccine.

Masks on campus are mandatory in all public indoor or outdoor spaces.

Classes will be held in person - unless otherwise noted by your specific academic program.

Stay up to date: https://www.nova.edu/coronavirus/index.html

https://www.nova.edu/coronavirus/index.html


Move-In Dates 
For on-campus students
● “Move-In” begins Monday, August 16th
● You should receive an email from the Office of Residential Life and Housing regarding 

your move-in date and time (you will only be permitted to move-in during this time due 
to COVID-19 limitations)

● More information regarding housing will be in our upcoming webinar!
○ “On-Campus Housing, Off-Campus Housing, & Moving”
○ July 20th at 2:00p
○ Registration Link: 

https://nova.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMlduyopzsqE9G_Mp_HSFDWNCCbkVQM9
4Wz

https://nova.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMlduyopzsqE9G_Mp_HSFDWNCCbkVQM94Wz


New International Student Orientation
Save the Date! Friday, August 20th, 2021 from 3:00p - 4:30p

Required for all Fall AND Summer 2021 New International Students of all educational levels

Registration and Additional Information Forthcoming

Failure to complete the International Student Orientation will result in a registration hold 
placed on student account, preventing course registration in future terms.



Other Orientations
● Premier Scholarship Programs (Razor’s Edge, Presidential, Fischler, 

Huizenga, Honors program, etc.)
● Graduate & Professional
● Undergraduate Student Orientation



F-1 Check In
Activating your I-20
• All new and transfer F-1 students must submit the F-1 Check-In Form in order to have 

their SEVIS records registered and I-20 activated within 10 days of their program start 
date.

• Initial students include:
• Students who are starting a new program at NSU
• First time NSU students
• Continuing NSU students starting a new academic program
• Students who have transferred from another university
• Students who have been issued a new initial I-20 after an interruption in their status and/or 

studies (termination, leave of absence, etc.)
• Failure to submit the F-1 Check-In Form by the deadline = SEVIS record terminated. 

https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/students/prospective/checkin.html

https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/students/prospective/checkin.html


Important Resources
● NSU COVID-19 Updates for All Students: https://www.nova.edu/coronavirus/index.html
● Office of International Affairs: https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/index.html
● COVID-19 Info for International Students: 

https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/covid19/index.html
● International Student Orientation: 

https://www.nova.edu/studentorientation/orientation/international.html
● How to Complete Your F-1 Check-In: 

https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/students/prospective/checkin.html
● Accessing your I-94 (after arrival): https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home

https://www.nova.edu/coronavirus/index.html
https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/index.html
https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/covid19/index.html
https://www.nova.edu/studentorientation/orientation/international.html
https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/students/prospective/checkin.html
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home


Q&A



THANK YOU!
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